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Human Rights Violations Report Form

Date report filled out:  11.20.06

Person filling out form: Jason Lydon

Address and phone: 55 St. Rose St. Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

Organization: Community Church of Boston
Source of information: prisoner at Cedar Junction, reports compiled by Mass. Correctional Legal Services; stories in Boston Globe (12.22 & 23.05) and The Republican 91.28.06) 
Location: Walpole, Massachusetts U.S.A.
Violation of the International Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination

Article 2 (a): Each State Party undertakes to engage in no act or practice of racial discrimination against persons, groups of persons or institutions and to ensure that all public authorities and public institutions, national and local, shall act in conformity with this obligation.
Summary:
I received a letter from a friend, just a few days after Nelson Rodriguez’s suicide on December 20, 2005.  The letter reported on the events of the day that Nelson took his life.  Nelson was being held in 10 Block, the most restrictive segregation unit at MCI-Cedar Junction in Walpole.  He was diagnosed mentally ill and mentally retarded.  He was locked up in 10-block as punishment while waiting to receive disciplinary measures for self-mutilating or “cutting-up.”  

On the day of his suicide Nelson had been calling for mental health to come and see him.  Regularly prisoners will call for someone from the mental health department and it can take days for any response.  On this particular day Nelson was continuously denied access to anyone from the mental health department.  Quite the opposite actually.  In the letter I received there were reports that guards were hurling homophobic insults at Nelson and telling him to shut up.  The letter goes on to report that Nelson was crying and crying, a regular occurrence over the week he had been locked down.  After some time he finally became quiet.  

Nelson had been shouting and crying for some time, ignored by the guards.  No one thought anything of the silence that came from his cell.  During that time of silence Nelson was able to hang himself and die with no one paying any attention.  It was not until nearly 4:30pm that a guard came through the tier to find Nelson dead.  

The targeting of mentally ill young men of color by the Massachusetts DOC is not uncommon.  Services for people with mental illness are atrocious.  The Massachusetts Correctional Legal Services estimates that as much as 50% of people locked up in Massachusetts prisons have severe mental illness.  Nelson’s death could have been prevented if those with power could learn to listen.  
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….Building momentum towards a moratorium on jail and prison expansion
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United Nations Standard Minimum Rules on the Treatment of Prisoners


25. (1) The medical officer . . . should daily see all sick prisoners, all who complain of illness, and any prisoner to whom his attention is specially directed. 


31. Corporal punishment, punishment by placing in a dark cell, and all cruel, inhuman or degrading punishment shall be completely prohibited as punishments for disciplinary offences.


32. (1) Punishment by close confinement or reduction of diet shall never be inflicted unless the medical officer has examined the prisoner and certified in writing that he is fit to sustain it.


      (2) The same shall apply to any other punishment that may be prejudicial to the physical or mental health of a prisoner. In no case may such punishment be contrary to or depart from the principle stated in rule 31.


      (3) The medical officer shall visit daily prisoners undergoing such punishments and shall advise the director if he considers the termination or altercation of the punishment necessary on grounds of physical or mental health.


48. All members of the personnel shall at all times so conduct themselves and perform their duties as to influence the prisoners for the good by their example and to command their respect. 








