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Statewide Harm Reduction Coalition 

www.stopchicopeejail.org
(413) 348-8234
Statewide Harm Reduction Coalition (SHaRC) calls for HOMES NOT JAILS!
WHAT:  Members and allies of SHaRC will assemble at the site of the current construction of a women’s jail at 701 Center Street, Chicopee for the 3rd press conference in an on-going series of demonstrations held in protest of the jail. Speakers will explain why continued construction of jails and prisons is fiscally irresponsible and has added to the current crisis of homelessness for individuals and families across the state.
WHEN:  On Thursday, December 15, 2005 at 9:00am.
WHO: Sponsored by the Statewide Harm Reduction Coalition, press conference speakers will include:  Iris Wallace from Arise for Social Justice will speak about the challenge of finding housing after being incarcerated; Liz Bewsee, the Warming Place, will speak about risks of incarceration for the homeless community, especially during the winter.  Other speakers include: Brendon Preston, Springfield Catholic Workers; Carmen Valentine, community member; Kevin Noonan, Open Pantry.
WHERE:  The site of the current construction of the women’s jail:  701 Center Street, Chicopee.
MEDIA VISUALS:  SHaRC members have constructed a number of 8’ tall cardboard homes, along with bushes/trees to add to the landscaping that will be displayed at the jail site. Signs will be held by protestors, with statements such as:  Build Homes, Not Jails, and the now recognizable red and white www.stopchicopeejail.org lawn signs that have been displayed on lawns all across the state by campaign supporters. 
WHY:  First of all, according to the U.S. Department of Justice, people who were homeless at the time of arrest are overrepresented in prisons.  Additionally, homeless populations include higher proportions of formerly incarcerated folks compared to the general population, and prisoners who are released from prison have a high risk for homelessness.  

Iris Wallace of Arise for Social Justice, and SHaRC member, speaks about homelessness and imprisonment, “If you don’t have a regular place to stay and you have little or no income, it gets tough to make it out there.  Eventually it seems like you get caught up in something negative, and then off to jail you go.”   Community member, Carmen Valentine adds, “In my experience, once you get out of jail there’s almost no way to get affordable housing.  You have a criminal record and get denied public housing assistance, and then what are you supposed to do?  “It’s like a vicious circle,” states Valentine.
“Homelessness and imprisonment are issues largely of economics, particularly for women,” says Holly Richardson, of Out Now, and SHaRC member.  Richardson adds, “If people don’t have a regular source of income and end up without a place to live, it seems to leave folks in a vulnerable spiral.”  

Liz Bewsee of the Warming Place in Springfield speaks to the connection of homelessness and incarceration, “Imprisonment may increase homelessness by disrupting families and by decreasing the future prospects of employment and housing.  Homelessness may increase the risk for imprisonment due to the increasing criminalization of poor people.  For instance, homeless people are often denied access to public spaces, and in some cities are banned from entire neighborhoods.”
Jo Comerford of AFSC, also a SHaRC member, notes, “We can show that community-based alternatives are far less expensive and far more effective at reducing recidivism and addressing the root causes of crime than mass incarceration; and yet in Massachusetts, taxpayers will spend $27 million on a new jail in Chicopee with 200 more beds than currently occupied in this bloated and backward system.  We want to publicly state our opposition to addressing the social problem of homelessness through providing a jail cell as the alternative.”

Arise for Social Justice, President, Solobia Hutchins calls upon the Governor, Massachusetts State Representatives and the workers on the construction site, “It’s not too late to change your minds:  Re-purpose the building design now!  Build us low-income housing units with the $27 million that is currently being used to build a jail!”   
To set up an interview with a speaker, event organizer or for more information about the campaign for a statewide moratorium on jail/prison construction and expansion please contact:  Holly Richardson at:  (413) 348-8234
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