The Story of Michael Besson
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Michael Besson’s tragic death could have been prevented with proper healthcare.  The violation of Michael’s right to health care occurred at each step to his death, but especially at the county jail in Billerica, MA where he was serving a nine month sentence and at the Lemuel Shattuck Hospital, a state-run public health facility for incarcerated people in need of hospital care and for indigent people.

What follows is a small sample of the substandard care Michael experienced.

· While at the jail complaints of stomach pain were ignored, as was information about a family history of a blood disease causing gall stones. After four months of lack of attention to the problem, he was hospitalized for pancreatitis.

· At the Shattuck Hospital he was fed solid foods before his system was ready, a circumstance which may have caused a hole in his colon.

· When he received a colostomy to deal with the hole in his colon, his bags were frequently left to burst and spill.

· He developed pneumonia.  His mother found his room without heat on more than one occasion.

· When he wrapped up his sentence, he was shuttled from doctor to doctor and paperwork for Mass. Health (Medicaid) was lost.

· Throughout this ordeal he had been put on painkillers, to which he had become addicted.

When Michael was finally discharged to home, his health care needs were not over.  He was hospitalized for a reversal of the colostomy (not at the Shattuck), had another bout of pneumonia and other infections, and still had an addiction to painkillers—Oxycontin in particular.  

In May 2003, Michael died of an overdose of Oxycontin at the age of 28—a broken man, with a heartbroken mother.

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (CCPR)

Article 10

(1) All per persons deprived of their liberty shall be treated with humanity and with respect for the dignity of the human person.

Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners

Rule 62

The medical services of the institution shall seek to detect and shall treat any physical or mental illnesses or 
defects which may hamper a prisoner's rehabilitation. All necessary medical, surgical and psychiatric services 
shall be provided to that end.
[image: image1.png]&
















Statewide Harm Reduction Coalition	          	� HYPERLINK "http://www.stopchicopeejail.org" ��www.stopchicopeejail.org�


….Building momentum towards a moratorium on jail and prison expansion expansion� EMBED Word.Document.8 \s ���











_1226480831.doc
Building momentum towards a moratorium on jail and prison expansion


